
U.S. Department of Labor Occupational Safety and Health Administration
Washington, D.C. 20210

November 19, 1992 

Mr. Shawn L. O'Mara 
Country Fresh Environmental 
and Safety Coordinator 
2555 Buchanan Avenue S.W. 
P.O. Box 814 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49518-0814

Dear Mr. O'Mara: 

Thank you for your inquiry of October 13, requesting an interpretation of the term "in near proximity" 
with respect to 29 CFR 1910.151(b). 

In areas where accidents resulting in suffocation, severe bleeding, or other life threatening injury or 
illness can reasonably be expected, a 3 to 4 minute response time, from time of injury to time of 
administering first aid, is required. In other circumstances, i.e., where a life-threatening injury is an 
unlikely outcome of an accident, a 15 minute response time is acceptable. 

If employees work in areas where public emergency transportation is not available, the employer must 
make provision for acceptable emergency transportation. 

We appreciate your interest in employee safety and health. If we can be of further assistance, please do 
not hesitate to contact us. 

Sincerely, 

Roger A. Clark, 
Director 
Directorate of Compliance Programs


