U.S. Department of Labor Occupational Safety and Health Administration
Washington, D.C. 20210

April 6,1994

Mr. Stuart Flatow

Occupational Health Specialist
2200 Mill Road

Alexandria, Virginia 22314-4677

Dear Mr. Flatow:

Thank you for your letter of January 31, requesting an interpretation of the Occupational Safety and
Health Administration (OSHA) standard at 29 CFR 1910.22(a)(2). Specifically, you asked if wet floors
due to weather conditions or the entry of vehicles containing melting snow would be subject to
1910.22(a)(2). We apologize for the delay in our response.

The answer to your question is"yes"; wet floors due to water conditions or the entry of vehicles
containing melting snow would be subject to 29 CFR 1910.22(a)(2). The first sentence of 29 CFR
1910.22(a)(2) requires floors to be maintained in aclean and, so far as possible, dry condition.
Depending on the circumstances, this could require more than regularly scheduled housekeeping.

The second sentence of 1910.22(a)(2) addresses requirements where wet processes are used. A wet floor
due to weather conditions would not constitute a wet process. A wet process involves alocation where
liquid is used to water, wash, soften, cook, or cool a product, and part or al of the liquid residue runs into
drains or onto the walking and working surfaces.

We appreciate your interest in employee safety and health. If we can be of further assistance, please do
not hesitate to contact us.

Sincerely,

H. Berrien Zettler, Deputy Director
Directorate of Compliance Programs




